U.S.S.N. 10/006,879 
Amendment 
September 22, 2006 

LISTING OF THE CLAIMS 

Claims 1-2 (Canceled). 

3. (Currently amended) An apparatus for converting hydrocarbon fuel into a 
hydrogen rich gas comprising: 

a heat exchanger for heating a hydrocarbon fuel into a heated 
hydrocarbon fuel; 

Th e apparatus according to c l aim 2, furth e r compr i s i ng a desulfurization 
reactor including a catalyst for reacting the heated hydrocarbon fuel 
under desulfurization conditions to produce a substantially 
desulfurized hydrocarbon fuel, wherein the hydrocarbon fuel 
becomes a hydrocarbon fuel feed to [[the]] a manifold; 

a manifold for mixing the substantially desulfurized hydrocarbon fuel with 
an oxygen containing gas to give a fuel mixture; 

an autothermal reactor including a catalyst for reacting the fuel mixture 
under autothermal reforming conditions to give a hydrogen containing 
gaseous mixture; 

a water gas shift reactor including a catalyst for reacting the hydrogen 
containing gaseous mixture under water gas shift reaction conditions 
to give an intermediate hydrogen containing gaseous mixture with a 
substantially reduced carbon monoxide content; and 
a selective oxidation reactor including a catalyst for reacting the 
intermediate hydrogen containing gaseous mixture under selective 
oxidation reaction conditions to produce the hydrogen rich gas; 
wherein the heat exchanger and the desulfurization reactor are disposed in a 
first compartment and the autothermal reactor is disposed in a second 
compartment . 
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4. (Currently amended) The apparatus according to claim 3 [[1]], further 
comprising a heat exchanger for heating the fuel mixture to produce a 
heated fuel mixture, wherein the heated fuel mixture becomes the fuel 
mixture feed to the autothermal reactor. 

5. (Original) The apparatus according to claim 4, further comprising a 
desulfurization reactor including a catalyst for reacting the hydrogen 
containing gaseous mixture under desulfurization conditions to produce a 
substantially desulfurized hydrogen containing gaseous mixture, wherein 
the substantially desulfurized hydrogen containing gaseous mixture 
becomes the hydrogen containing gaseous mixture feed to the water gas 
shift reactor. 

6. (Currently amended) The apparatus according to claim 3 [[1]], wherein the 
hydrocarbon fuel is selected from the group consisting of natural gas, 
methane, ethane, propane, butane, liquefied petroleum gas, naphtha, 
gasoline, kerosene, diesel, methanol, ethanol, propanol, and combinations 
thereof. 

7. (Currently amended) The apparatus according to claim 3 [[1]], wherein the 
hydrogen rich gas contains less than 50 ppm of carbon monoxide. 

8. (Currently amended) The apparatus according to claim 3 [[1]], further 
comprising an anode tail gas oxidizer including a catalyst for reacting the 
unconverted hydrogen from a fuel cell under oxidation conditions to create a 
hot anode tail gas oxidizer effluent. 

9. (Original) The apparatus according to claim 8, wherein the hot anode tail 
gas oxidizer effluent is heat integrated with the apparatus. 
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10. (Currently amended) An apparatus for converting hydrocarbon fuel into a 
hydrogen rich gas comprising: 

a first heat exchanger for heating the hydrocarbon fuel to produce a 

heated hydrocarbon fuel; 
a first desulfurization reactor for reacting the heated hydrocarbon fuel to 

produce a substantially desulfurized hydrocarbon fuel; a manifold for 

mixing the substantially desulfurized hydrocarbon fuel with an oxygen 

containing gas to produce a fuel mixture; 
a second heat exchanger for heating the fuel mixture to produce a 

heated fuel mixture; 
an autothermal reactor including a catalyst for reacting the heated fuel 

mixture to produce a first hydrogen containing gaseous mixture; 
a second desulfurization reactor for reacting the first hydrogen 

containing gaseous mixture to produce a second hydrogen 

containing gaseous mixture that is substantially desulfurized; 
a water gas shift reactor for reacting the second hydrogen containing 

gaseous mixture to produce a third hydrogen containing gaseous 

mixture with a substantially decreased carbon monoxide content; and 
a selective oxidation reactor for reacting the third hydrogen containing 

gaseous mixture to produce the hydrogen rich gas; [[and]] 
wherein the first heat exchanger and the first desulfurization reactor are 
disposed in a first compartment and the autothermal reactor is disposed in a 
second compartment. 

1 1 . (Original) The apparatus according to claim 10, wherein the hydrocarbon 
fuel is selected from the group consisting of natural gas, methane, ethane, 
propane, butane, liquefied petroleum gas, naphtha, gasoline, kerosene, 
diesel, methanol, ethanol, propanol, and combinations thereof. 
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12. (Original) The apparatus according to claim 10, wherein the hydrogen rich 
gas contains less than 50 ppm of carbon monoxide. 

13. (Original) The apparatus according to claim 10, further comprising an 
anode tail gas oxidizer including a catalyst for reacting the unconverted 
hydrogen from a fuel cell under oxidation conditions to create a hot anode 
tail gas oxidizer effluent. 

14. (Original) The apparatus according to claim 13, wherein the hot anode tail 
gas oxidizer effluent is heat integrated with the apparatus. 

Claims 15-28 (Canceled). 
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Applicants believe that a full and complete response has been made to 
the outstanding Notice of Non-Compliant Amendment. If the Examiner believes, 
for any reason, that personal communication will expedite prosecution of this 
application, the Examiner is invited to telephone the undersigned at the number 
provided. 

Prompt and favorable consideration of this Amendment is respectfully 
requested. 

Respectfully submitted, 



Attorney for Applicants 
Reg. No. 52,098 


September 22, 2006 

Customer No. 38393 
Chevron Services Company 
P.O. Box 3725 
Houston, Texas 77253-3725 
(832) 854 4440 (voice) 
(832) 854 6495 (fax) 
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